
SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSON FOR THE BLIND
1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

November 17th, 2015

Convene: 1:30 pm






Adjourn: 2:10 pm

Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Mary Sonksen: Peter Smith via SKYPE and Rosemary Roberson via phone

Public Comment: None

Approval of October Minutes: Ms. Roberson made a motion to approve the October minutes.  Ms. Sonksen seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

Approval of October Financial Report: Mr. Juan Sims stated SCCB has spent 30.04% of our fiscal year budget ending the month of October 31st.   

Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept the financial report.  Ms. Sonksen seconded the motion.

The motion passed. 
Commissioner’s Report: Mr. Kirby asked Elaine Robertson to report on the Statewide Comprehensive Needs Assessment.  

Ms. Robertson said the site visits went very well with a good turnout for the focus groups and staff interviews in Columbia and Charleston.  Focus groups were held in each location for Business Partners, Education Partners, and consumers.  The feedback given so far has been that each group and each individual interview with staff and consumers has presented both what is working and what isn’t from various perspectives.  The survey responses have been slow with fifty-five consumers, fifty-eight staff, two Business Partners, and two Education Partners completing the survey.
Mr. Chip Kenny stated they will provide a preliminary report by the first week in December that Mr. Kyle Walker will utilize for the Unified State Plan.  The plan will move into the second phase with focus on the Ellen Beach Mack Rehabilitation Center in early 2016.

Mr. Kyle Walker reported on the Unified State Plan.  He stated that the main committee put together some sub-work groups.  The sub-groups worked on specific portions of the Unified State Plan.  Mr. Walker and others had a meeting to discuss data sharing agreements and how the five core partners are going to put all the data together for the annual report to the FEDS with all the different outcome measures in the report.  

The deadline for the final recommendations and drafts from the work groups is Friday, November 20th.  The Statewide Workforce Strategic Planning Vision is the major accomplishment.  The focus of the strategic goals is to strengthen the workforce pipeline, to seek high demand high growth jobs, focus the five core partner programs on what is called career path ways, one sized soft skill training, and best possible services to businesses and job seekers.  All five core partners will be involved.  The five core partners are: Department of Employment Workforce, Department of Vocational Rehabilitation, S.C. Commission for the Blind, Adult Education, Wagner/Peyser.  March 3rd is the deadline.    

Dr. Johnson asked would we utilize soft skills training that has already been developed or would we create the training for South Carolina.  Mr. Walker said there are a few vendors in mind that have built soft skills training for other states. 
Mr. Kirby, Mr. Sims, and Mr. Walker attended the Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation and National Council of State Agencies of the Blind (CSAVR/NCSAB) conference in Seattle, Washington.  Both conferences dealt mainly with WIOA Law and the lack of regulations being available.  Fifteen percent of our budget must be set-a-side for PETS.  These are services that assist individuals in public schools to prepare them for the work force.

The House Legislative Oversight Committee is reviewing different agencies and SCCB is under review at this time.  A performance evaluation report was given to the Committee for their review.  SCCB was required to notify the staff and general public of a survey that would allow them to make comments.  The comments have been posted and are available on the website.  We are looking at the comments to determine if they are accurate.  We have a positive rate of 61.6% and 18.6% negative or very negative.

Dr. Johnson asked about the remaining percent.  Mr. Kirby said 19.6% did not have an opinion.  
The web site has been updated to include the accountability report, strategic plan (will be posted when completed), performance evaluation report, Commission Members and meetings, minutes, transparency link to Comptroller, the RSA plan link, the CSNA link, Inspector General’s link, and other agencies and advocacy groups.         

Mr. Kirby presented Marcellus Primus with a ten year certificate and pen.  Mr. Kirby thanked Mr. Primus for his service to the State of South Carolina.

Committee Report: None

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Public Comment: Joe Urbanek asked how many individuals would be eligible for a part of the 15% of the budget that is being set-a-side for PETS and dollar amount.  The dollar amount is 1.2 million.  We do not know how many blind students there are in SC.  This is a part of the Statewide Needs Assessment Plan.  Mr. Urbanek asked what the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation’s portion of the Federal money would be and how many clients they will serve.  Mr. Walker stated this is under discussion.    
Board Meetings: December, Wednesday 16th, January 19th, 2016, February, Wednesday 17th, March 15th, April 19th, May 17th 
Adjourn: Ms. Sonksen made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.

The motion passed.
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