
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

May 26th, 2015

Convene: 1:30 pm





Adjourn: 2:05 pm

Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Julianne Kleckley and Peter Smith; via phone; Rosemary Roberson and Mary       

               Sonksen

Public Comment: None

Approval of April Minutes: Ms. Roberson made a motion to accept the April minutes.  Dr. Kleckley seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

Approval of April Financial Report: Mr. Sims reported we have spent 69.17% of our budget this fiscal year with a commitment of 71.87%.  All departments are under their budget.

Ms. Sonksen made a motion to accept the financial report.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.

The motion passed. 
Commissioner’s Report: Mr. Kirby presented Caroline Greene, Employment Consultant, with her thirty year certificate and pin for her service to the state of South Carolina.
Ms. Greene said she appreciates the certificate and pin.  She worked at DSS before coming to SCCB and has seen people overcome desperate situations.  Ms. Greene thanked everyone for the joint effort.    

He presented Dorothy Johnson who works in our finance department with a fifty year certificate and pin.  We had a special “Dorothy Johnson Day” in her honor a few weeks ago. Mr. Kirby stated this is a rare opportunity to have such a wonderful employee for so many years.  It is such an honor to be part of presenting Ms. Dot with a fifty year certificate and pin.    
Ms. Johnson thanked everyone and said this has been a journey.  She has enjoyed working with everyone and appreciates Mr. Kirby and her great manager, Juan Sims. 

Mr. Kirby introduced Kyle Walker who is SCCB’s new director of our Vocational Rehabilitation Services.  He is from Utah and has over fifteen years of vocational rehabilitation experience, a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, a licensed rehabilitation counselor and has a Masters in vocational rehabilitation.  He is also a certified public manager.  

Cali Sandel, Employment Consultant, reported on the Student Internship Program (SIP).  This is our seventh year for SIP.  We have twelve interns selected for the 2015, program from across the state representing all regions.  Our kick-off will be June 4th.  Listed are some of the major SIP Business Partners:


Spartanburg Probation and Parole


SCSDB - camp 

Givens Youth Correctional Center


Crosswell Children’s Home in Sumter


SC Supreme Court – Office of Disciplinary Council


VA Hospital (Columbia) & Veteran’s Services (Rock Hill)


Headstart 

All placements are in line with individual vocational objectives of the students.
Janet LaBreck who is the Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), will give the keynote address at the SIP Graduation Thursday, August 6th, 2015.  We are very fortunate to have her as a speaker.

Mr. Kyle Walker, Director of VR, reported the Summer Teen Committee has been working enthusiastically to prepare for its annual summer teen independence and job readiness program.  The kick-off will be held on Monday, June 8th, 2015, and end on Friday, July 10th, 2015.  The five week program has been designed to prepare and to provide students who are currently serviced through Transition Services the ability to further, explore and/or discover the fundamental skills to be independent and prepare to transition into adulthood, post-secondary education and employment.  

The students will engage in job shadowing and work experiences throughout Columbia in order for them to better identify what it means to be independent and job ready.  They will learn the process of preparing and enrolling in Post-Secondary education institutions.  In transition it is imperative for our students to understand what it truly means to be job ready and prepared for employment based on the ownership of the necessary skills, social skills, independent living skills, and self-advocacy skills.
Mr. Kirby reported that Senator Grooms has introduced a proviso that would exempt the Cypress Gardens location from the Business Enterprise Program (BEP).  We are opposed to this exemption that would be referred to as an assembly hall.     

We presented a summary of SCCB to the Legislative Oversight Sub-Committee the first week of May.  We are waiting for feedback from the committee as what we need to do next.  They look at groups of five agencies at a time.  We were in the second group.  The committee members are: Representatives Nathan Ballentine, Mia McLeod, Walter McLeod and Bill Taylor.  They are looking at what and if there are other avenues for the agencies to take in fulfilling the legal mandates.       

Committee Reports: None

Old Business: None
New Business: None
Public Comment: Ms. Pensmith, Client Assistance Program Director, (CAP) stated that on May 18th the Governor’s Office held a public meeting regarding the designation of the CAP program.  The discussion will take place after July 1st.  
Board Meetings: June 16, July 21, August 18, September 15, October 20
Adjourn: Dr. Kleckley made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Sonksen seconded the motion.  There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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