
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

May 15, 2018

Notifications of all regular, called or special meetings are compliant with the FOIA requirements, Section 30-4-80

Convene 1:30 pm                                                                                     Adjourn: 2:15 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Peter Smith and Mary Sonksen: via phone Rosemary Roberson
Public Comment: Pete Cantrell, Attorney at Protection and Advocacy, introduced himself and thanked the Commission for the respectful reception.  He stated they have had a couple of referrals and he was open to any questions.
Approval of April Minutes: Ms. Roberson made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
Financial Report: Mr. Sims stated we have spent 79.38% of our fiscal year budget which is below budget.  Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the financial report.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
Report from Commissioner: Mr. Kirby stated we are in the process of renovating the first floor of A Building.  The reception area needed a more secure environment.  The bathrooms in Building D have been upgraded to handicap standards and a handicap ramp has been installed for access to the training facility.   

The General Assembly has not finalized the budget for 2018/2019.  We have requested money from the General Assembly to purchase a van which has not been approved.  The SC Department of Vocational Rehabilitation has offered to transfer a van to us that would be equipped to travel across the state for vision screenings and office space for some of the counselors in the remote areas.  Several staff will look at the van to decide if it will be suitable.   
Mr. Walker stated we should have about thirty applications for the Summer Teen Program.  So far seven of the students are younger who will participate in the independence track, eleven students will participate in the worker track, and seven in the science technology, engineering and math.  We set-aside fifteen percent of the budget for pre-employment transition services and Career Boost which is the primary program.  We have a two-year Career Boost pilot program that will end September.  The first year we served 902 students.  The average cost per student was $844.89.  The second year, which ends in September, we have served 1,159 students.  The cost per student has decreased to $607.53.  We have spent 1.3 million dollars in the Career Boost program in two years.  SCCB has 1.2 million dollars to spend per year.   This is set-aside money from RSA and if we do not spend the set-aside dollars it will be reassigned to other VR agencies.  None of this money can be used for administration.  Dr. Johnson asked about help from the General Assembly to hire more staff.  Mr. Kirby replied it is very hard to get FTE’s from the General Assembly, but we can ask.  

Rhonda Thompson reported on the Older Blind Program camp at the NFB Rocky Bottom Camp in the mountains of Pickens County.  Ms. Thompson stated the camp is undergoing renovations that were not scheduled, but needed immediate attention.  Therefore, the camp for the Older Blind Program was cancelled for May.  We had twenty-five individuals scheduled for the camp and everyone has been notified the camp was cancelled.  The next camp will be in September.

Mr. Kirby said the election of the SCCB Board officers should be held in June.  Mr. Smith was selected as chairman to communicate with the other board members for nominations.  There is one vacancy on the SC Vocational Rehabilitation Board of seven.  We have talked with the Governor’s office concerning our Board vacancies and they stated they have a very large back log.  Tommy Windsor stated he has not received the letter that was sent by Ms. Sonksen to the Governor’s office.     
We are waiting on the pre-approval from RSA regarding the 3D-Printers which cost $6,500.00 each and a $5,500.00 cube.  If this is not approved by RSA we will use state money, which we have in the budget.    

Committee Reports: None
Old Business: None
New Business: None
Public Comment: None
Board Meetings: June 19 July 17 August 21 September 
Executive Session:  Chairperson Sonksen stated the members will now go into executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters pertaining to the strategic management of the agency.  

Chairperson Sonksen stated the Board Members are out of executive session and no action was taken.

Adjourn: Dr. Johnson made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
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