
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Bind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

March 20th, 2018

Notifications of all regular, called or special meetings are in compliance with FOIA requirements.  Section 30-4-80

Convene: 1:30 pm






Adjourn: 2:00 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Peter Smith and Mary Sonksen: via phone Rosemary Roberson

Chairperson Sonksen read the By-Laws pertaining to the Public Comment.

Public Comment: None

Approval of February Minutes: Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the minutes.  Ms. Roberson seconded the minutes.  The motion passed.
Approval of Financial Report: Mr. Sims reported SCCB has spent 63.05% of the fiscal year budget. Program budgets are doing well.  June 2018 will be a full year since VR Regions I, II, and III were reconfigured.  Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept the financial report.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed.    
Report from Commissioner: Mr. Kirby reported the auditors have finished their three week review of the agency.  They will prepare a report that will show if there were any findings that need to be addressed.  
The House passed the Approbations Bill.  They approved the requested $25,000.00 for Children’s Services, but did not approve anything for Prevention.  The budget has been sent to the Senate.  

RSA is requiring prior approval of expenditures that exceed $5,000.00.  Mr. Walker explained that the new set of Federal regulations were published on December 26, 2013.  These regulations were applicable to SCCB starting with the grant that was received on October 1, 2015.  SCCB sought guidance and clarification from RSA on October 10, 2017, concerning the approval from our funding agency for certain purchases over $5,000.00.  The state agency cannot encumber property without prior approval which would include real estate and equipment.  Equipment is defined by RSA as tangible personal property including assistive technology or information technology.  Mr. Walker reported RSA is stating this applies to any purchases SCCB makes that exceeds $5,000.00 until RSA gets further guidance from their legal office.  The letter of the law states anytime an agency intends to spend over $5,000.00 prior approval is required.  A policy and a form has been created for SCCB to send to RSA for prior approval.  Mr. Walker has a concern about the turn-a-round for the prior approval from RSA.  Mr. Walker, Ms. Robertson and Mr. Sims will attend the CSAVR Conference in April and during this time RSA will host a meeting to give some formal guidance on the prior approval of exceeding the spending of $5,000.00.

Mr. Kirby said if we do not get approval our contingency plan is to use state dollars. 
RSA Federal audits are held every seven years.  They may or may not go back two years for their review and audit.               
Ms. Robertson reported the Business Enterprise Program held their annual meeting on February 23rd and 24th at the Columbia SCCB campus.  There were approximately forty-four blind licensed vendors in attendance on Friday and sixty-five present on Saturday.  Training sessions included, Caring for our vending Machines, How to Access Training for Advancement, Using Card Readers, and Utilizing Assistive Technology in your Business.  Candice Jordan, a rehabilitation counselor, from Washington, DC presented on behalf of ARIA (pronounced EYE-rah).  Terry Smith from the National Federation of the Blind Entrepreneur Initiative provided Federal updates for the Blind Licensed Vendors.  Supply vendors displayed their products in the gym.  Awards were presented for Outstanding Blind Licensed Vendors, certificate for retiring vendor and certificates for years of service.  

Marcellous Primus, Director of BEP, presented the financial information concerning the State and Federal vending funds.  Copies of the information were available in Braille, large print, regular print, e-mail and audio.   
Election for SCCB Board Members will be held during the June 2018 meeting.

Committee Report: None

Old Business: None
New Business:  Mr. Kirby stated we would like for the Board Members to vote on the Business Enterprise Program Manuel changes.  Ms. Robertson said the process for rewriting and updating the BEP manual took a year.  The BEP program has been operating under Chapter 18 of State Law and Code of Federal Regulations Title34, Part 395.  Upon Board approval of changes to the BEP manual it will be sent to the U.S. Department of Education Rehabilitation Services Administration for their approval.  When the process of approval of the draft policy by the SCCB Board and RSA is complete we will request deregulation of state law.
Mr. Kirby stated with the House and Senate nearing the end of this year’s session it will most likely be January 2019 before the BEP manual will be reviewed by the SC House and Senate.

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the draft BEP Manual.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.          
Public Comment: None
Board Meetings: April 17, May 15, June 19, July 17, August 21, September 18, October 16, November 20, December 18
Adjourn: Dr. Johnson made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  
There being no further business the meeting adjourned.  
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