MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

June 25th, 2019

Notifications of all regular, called or special meetings are compliant with the FOIA requirements, Section 90-4-80

Convene: 1:30 pm






Adjourn: 2:35 pm

Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Rosemary Roberson, Mary Sonksen and Peter Smith via phone; 

Absent: Dr. Judy Johnson; Chairperson Smith stated there is not a quorum.  

Public Comment: None

Minutes: No vote taken.
Financial: Carrie Morris reported the agency has spent 84.77% of the fiscal year budget.  No vote taken.
Human Resources Report:  Ms. Miller reported;

1. there are three vacancies for VR Counselors,
2. one transition assistant position vacant, and the

3. mental health counselor and the nurse’s position are vacant in the EBMRC.
Interim Director Report: Elaine Robertson reported:
1. The Comprehensive Statewide Needs Assessment has been completed. San Diego State University is in the process of compiling and analyzing the data collected during site visits to Columbia, Greenville, and Charleston, as well as survey responses from consumers, businesses, community partners, and educational partners.  The final report is expected in early to mid-September. 

2. Interviews have been completed for the VR Consumer Services director position and the name of the selected candidate was submitted to HR. 

3. Rachel Anderson from WINTAC has offered to make a site visit to the Columbia office and work with our VR and QA departments to ensure our data entry and collection process is in line with what the RSA is looking for during monitoring visits. 

4. Chaz Compton, San Diego State, and Chip Kenney, WINTAC, are sending templates to assist us in creating the written policies and internal controls that the RSA requires during monitoring visits. 

5. Interim Director Elaine Robertson talked with William Robinson, Director of Michigan Blind, and Robert Doyle, Director of Florida Blind who have undergone an RSA monitoring visit on this cycle and were able to offer insight in the preparation process and how they addressed the findings in their state.  They have offered follow-up assistance via phone, online meetings, and email to share information about the process. 

6. I spoke with Russ Thelin and Vito DeSantis from U-Mass Boston.  They offered follow up assistance to implement the Strategic Plan for the EBMRCEI.  We will be scheduling a conference call to ensure we are on track and aligned with WIOA. 

7. Dr. Kate Meredith, Director of Geneva Lake Astrophysics and STEM in Wisconsin, is partnering with Dr. Madura and has a large variety of lesson plans that she would like to bring to SCCB starting next summer for our summer teens. 

8. Kyle Walker and Terry Donovan from the Stout Vocational Rehabilitation Institute will be in South Carolina in September to follow up on the targeted community project in the Low Country.  They will also visit SCCB Columbia campus to meet with VR and T & E staff to follow up on Stout projects here at SCCB. 

Committee Report: None

Old Business: None

New Business:  None

Board Meetings: July 23, August 27, September 24

Public Comment: Joe Urbanek said it needs to be noted when Board Members are present by phone.  His opinion is the voting rule concerning a quorum applies to the Executive Session.   
Executive Session: Chairperson Smith stated the Members will now go into executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters concerning the agency.  Chairperson Smith stated the Members are out of executive session and no action was taken.   

Chairperson Smith stated the Members will hold an executive session on July 11th, at 1:30 pm.  

Adjourn:  Ms. Roberson moved to adjourn:  Ms. Sonksen and Chairperson Smith agreed.  There being no further business the meeting adjourned.  
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