MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

June 19th, 2018

Convene: 1:30 pm                                                             Adjourn: 2:10 pm 

Notifications of all regular, called or special meetings are compliant with the FOIA requirements, Section 30-4-80 

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Peter Smith and Mary Sonksen: via phone – Judy Johnson and Rosemary Roberson
Public Comment: None
Approval of May Minutes: Ms. Roberson made a motion to approve the May Minutes.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
Approval of Financial Report: Mr. Sims reported we have spent 88.09% of our fiscal year budget.  We will not have a state deficient.  During the first two weeks of July a budget will be prepared for the closeout of fiscal year 2017/2018.  This is referred to as the thirteenth month.  Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the financial report.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion. The motion passed.  
Report from Commissioner: Mr. Kirby reported to the Members that Juan Sims, SCCB Controller, is retiring June 30th.  Mr. Sims has provided many years of service to the state of South Carolina.  Mr. Kirby stated he appreciated all the wonderful work and dedication Mr. Sims has done over the years.  The Helen Keller Deaf/Blind recognition week starts June 24th through June 30th.  The Governor issued a proclamation and some of the Mayors across South Carolina issued certificates.  Jerry Francis is the counselor for our Deaf/Blind Program.  We have eight deaf/blind consumers and two of them will be closed successfully in September and October.  Some of the VR Counselors have on their case load hard of hearing/ blind consumers (fourteen) who Mr. Francis provides consultation for the counselors as needed.  The Summer Teen Program kicked off June 18th.  We have a total of sixteen students.  The Governor’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities held their annual rewards banquet on Friday, June 15th.  Mr. Charles Black was the recipient of the Employment Achievement Award.  Mr. Black is employed at DHEC.  The 2018/2019 fiscal year budget has not been approved by the General Assembly.        
Committee Report: None

Old Business: None

New Business: Ms. Sonksen said “It has been a privilege and honor to serve as chairperson of the South Carolina Commission for the Blind Board of Commissioners.  I sincerely thank you for your on-going support while I have served as chairperson.  During the past two years I have come to value your on-going commitments, personal strengths and wide range of professional skills and experiences you bring to the Board.  I am very proud to serve on this Board while Mr. Kirby is the Commissioner and with the competent senior managers of the agency.  All of you are truly dedicated professionals.  In summary I look forward to serving with you in the future.”   
Election of Board Officers:  Mr. Smith stated the Board Members e-mailed and talked on the phone.  Following is the slate for officers: Chairperson nominated Peter Smith, Vice Chairperson nominated Dr. Judy Johnson and Secretary nominated was Mary Sonksen.  Chairperson Sonksen stated the slate of officers who were nominated by Members are on the floor for election.  Mr. Smith made a motion for the election.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.   Chairperson Sonksen asked if there are any other nominations from the floor or is there any discussion from the floor regarding the nominations.  Chairperson Sonksen asked all those in favor of electing Peter Smith as the new chairperson, please say aye.  The motion passed.  All those in favor of electing Dr. Judy Johnson as Vice Chairperson, please say aye.  The motion passed.  All those in favor of electing Mary Sonksen as Secretary, please say aye.  The motion passed.       

Public Comment: Mr. Smith stated White Cane Awareness Day in Charleston will be held Saturday, October 13. 2018, at Colonial Lake.  
Executive Session: Chairperson Sonksen stated the Members will now go into executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters pertaining to the strategic management of the agency.
The members are out of executive session and no action was taken.

Board Meetings: June 19th, July 17th, August 21st, September 18th, October 16th, November 20th, December 18th, 2018
Adjourn: Ms. Roberson made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.    
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