
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

July 19th, 2016

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Mary Sonksen: Rosemary Roberson, Dr. Judy Johnson and Peter Smith -via phone

Public Comment: None

Approval of June Minutes: Mr. Smith made a motion to accept the June minutes.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

Approval of June Financial Report: Mr. Sims reported the Commission spent, with committed, 87% of our fiscal year budget.  The 2016-2017 budget will be presented to the Members during the August meeting.  
Dr. Johnson asked if the Federal money we do not spend can be carried over.  Mr. Sims replied “yes”.  

Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the financial report.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Report from Commissioner: Juan Sims is reporting for Commission Kirby.  Mr. Sims asked Ms. Cali Sandel to report on the Student Internship Program (SIP.)
Ms. Sandal stated the Student Internship Program is going into the 8th week.  All twelve of the interns will complete the one hundred and twenty hours required by the program.  The interns are required to complete a final report.  

The graduation will be held at the Embassy Suites Thursday, August 4th, at 12:00 pm.  Jeff Bazer is the guest speaker.     

Elaine Robertson reported the Legislative Oversight Committee (LOC) met with SCCB this morning.  Ms. Robertson stated this is our 4th meeting with the LOC.  The primary focus was discussing the Strategic Plan and Performance Measures.  Ms. Robertson told the Committee that the Senior Leadership Team meets monthly.  Shana Robinson reported on data collection and federal reporting.  We also provided the Committee with an overview of the new performance indicators that will go into effect with WIOA.  Mr. Sims addressed the budget questions.  

Our final meeting will be held in August and the Committee will present their findings and recommendations. 

Mr. Kyle Walker reported the Summer Teen Program started June 6th and was completed July 1st.  We had a total of twenty participates.  Eleven of the consumers went through the daily adjustment classes.  Oher consumers visited places like banks, grocery stores, furniture stores, farmers market and Midlands Tech College.  They were involved in recreational activities and socialization.  On June 30th families and business partners were invited to the open house.  

We have a SIP Junior Program with four students involved.  The Columbia student worked with a catering company and a construction company.  The construction company hired her on as a part-time employee.  One student is working with child care, one with the Cherokee Sheriff Department and another at ABLE SC in Greenville.  
Chairperson Sonksen stated the Foundation for the Commission for the Blind met today.  She said they are planning the Awards Program that will be held October 18th.  

Mr. Sims presented a twenty year certificate and pin to Cynthia Harned who is a VR Counselor in our Walterboro Office.   

Ms. Harned stated it was meant for her to work with the visually impaired and she has enjoyed her work.  

Chairperson Sonksen stated the Summary of BEP Collection, Payment and Referral Policy #3037 will be discussed in the August meeting.  

Committee Reports: None

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Public Comment: None

Board Meetings: August 16th and September 20th 

Adjourn:  There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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