
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29212

July 18th, 2017

Convene: 1:30 pm






Adjourn: 2:25 pm
Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Peter Smith, Mary Sonksen: Rosemary Roberson via phone
Public Comment: None
Approval of June Minutes: Ms. Roberson made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  
The motion passed.

Approval of Financial Report: Mr. Sims reported that at the end of June, 2017, we have spent 96.38% of our budget for fiscal year 2016/2017.  Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept the financial report.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

Commissioner’s Report:  Mr. Kirby stated we did receive the $100,000 that was requested for our 2017/2018 budget year.  We had a carry forward of $39,237.30
Mr. Sims reported there have been changes in the format of the budget.  He explained by line item where these changes were made.  Region I, II and III will now include Transition transactions. Our total budget is $12,566,343 for fiscal year 2017/2018.
Dr. Johnson thanked Mr. Kirby, Juan Sims and staff for going over the proposed budget for this year.  Dr. Johnson made suggestions that would be helpful for all the Board Members in reading and understanding our budget.  

Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept fiscal year budget 2017/2018.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

The motion passed.   

Mr. Kirby introduced Cali Sandel as the acting director of T&E.

We will be developing the strategy for our 2018/2019 budget request in the next few months.  The request is due on or before September 15, 2017.  

Neil Getsinger the Commissioner at the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation has retired.  Felicia Johnson is the acting interim until the position is filled.      

The National Federation of the Blind will hold their state convention August 18th, 19th, and 20th in Greenville. 

The Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation (CSAVR) and the National Council of State Agencies for the Blind (NCSAB) will host their convention in Greenville, SC November 11th through 17th.

The eclipse will take place on August 21st.  SCCB has ordered safety glasses for those who would like to view the eclipse.  
Mr. Kirby will be on vacation until July 31st.  He will be available by phone and e-mail.  Wanda Miller will be in charge while he is out of the office.  
Committee Report: None
Old Business: None
New Business: The budget was discussed under the Commissioner’s report.
Public Comment: None
Chairperson Sonksen stated she attended The Foundation for the SC Commission for the Blind meeting.  The awards program will be coming up in October and a discussion was held on how to get more staff members to attend.    

It is not required for staff to take leave to attend the Awards Ceremony, but office coverage will need to be taken care of during the meeting. 

The Awards Ceremony will be held on October 17th at 10:00am in the Columbia Office.  

Board Meetings: August 15th, September 19th, October 17th, November 21st, and December 19th 

Executive Session: Chairperson Sonksen stated the Board Members will now go into executive session to discuss personnel and/or legal matters.
Chairperson Sonksen stated the Members are out of executive session and no action was taken.

Adjourn: Mr. Smith made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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