
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

January 22, 2019

Convene: 1:30 pm






Adjourn: 2:07 pm

Notifications of all regular, called or special meetings are compliant with the FOIA requirements, Section 90-4-80

Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson and Peter Smith: via phone Rosemary Roberson and Mary Sonksen

Public Comment: None

Approval of December Minutes: Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the December minutes.  Ms. Sonksen and Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  
Approval of Financial Report:  Mr. Sims stated we have spent 44.53% of our budget the first half of fiscal year 2018/19.  We are in good standing with our budget.  Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the December financial report.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.    

Human Resources Report: Ms. Miller reported: 
1.
Spartanburg counselor’s position has been filled.
2.
Greenwood VR assistant start date is 2/1/2019. 
3.
Greenwood VR counselor position is vacant. 
4.
Charleston VR counselor submitted resignation letter effective February 1st, 2019. 
5. 
The counselor training position will be vacant February 1st, 2019. 
6.
Two other employees have presented their retirement letter.

7.
The Rock Hill VR assistant position vacant and is being advertised.

Starting February 1st, there will be two VR counselor positions vacant (Greenwood and Charleston) and one VR counselor assistant (Rock Hill.)  Mr. Kirby said statewide vacancies within state government is 33%.  SCCB is at 15%.  Dr. Johnson stated that when a VR assistant and a VR counselor’s position in the same area is vacant this is a challenge and an area of concern.  A discussion has been ongoing with the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation about some of their retirees being interested in temporary part time work.  
Report from Commissioner: The legislative breakfast will take place January 31st, 2019, from 8:00 am until 10:00 am in the Blatt Building at the corner of Pendleton and Assembly streets in room 112.  All board members and senior managers are invited to attend.  The Governor’s 2019/2020 budget includes the $150,000 for Prevention, $100,000 for Children Services, and one-time renovation cost of $250,000 to comply with ADA regulations for our bathrooms.  The request for salary increases for staff was not addressed nor the Older Blind Program.  We have a House budget meeting January 23, 2019, with the Health Sub-committee of Ways and Means headed by Chairperson Representative Herbkersman.  RSA will not be monitoring SCCB in calendar year 2019.  
Ms. Robertson said RSA announced last year at the CSAVR meeting based on the monitoring and visits they completed 2017/2018 they will revise the monitoring guide lines and maybe some of the performance measures.  The new guide lines should be out by August 2019.  
Ms. Thompson reported the Braille Challenge will be held on February 7th at the SCCB Columbia Campus starting at 10:00am and ending at 3:00pm.  We are expecting forty-two students and approximately fifty adults (teachers and parents.)  We partner with the SC School for the Deaf/Blind.  There are various skill levels and the winner moves on to the State level.  

Ms. Grate, Director of Training and Employment, reported on the Technology Olympics.  The seventh year for the Tech Olympics will be held on Thursday, January 24th, 2019, from 9:00am until 3:00pm at the Columbia Campus in D Building.  The Tech Olympics provides an opportunity for students in grades K-12 to demonstrate their knowledge and expertise using adaptive equipment and technology.  The SC School for the Deaf/Blind coordinates the activities.  This year’s partners will be: SC Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired, SC Department of Education, University of SC Upstate and SC Commission for the Blind.  The competition categories include the use of Macs, iPads, Braille Notetakers, Digital Media Players CCTVs, and Magnifiers.  There are forty-nine students participating and fifty-seven staff and parent volunteers.  Five of the volunteers are Apple Champions from the Apple Store in Charleston.  Apple uses an online volunteer platform called Benevity (cloud solutions and volunteering and community investment software to encourage corporate goodness.)   Benevity will donate $25.00 per hour for each volunteer, who will attend the Tech Olympics, to the Commission’s Foundation with a total of $750.00.  Chairperson Smith stated Apple has a disability toll free number. 
Mr. Kirby stated he spoke to Tommy Windsor concerning filling our Board and the resumes he has received.  Mr. Windsor indicated that he has sent the resumes to the Governor and when the Governor returns the resumes he will move forward with the three applicants.  Mr. Windsor stated he hopes it can be finished in thirty to sixty days.  

Mr. Kirby presented a certificate and pin to Phinese Howard (administrative assistant in finance) for ten years of service to the State of South Carolina.  Mr. Kirby presented a certificate and pin to Todd Collins, (maintenance supervisor) for over thirty years of service to the State of South Carolina.                      
Committee Report: None

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Board Meetings: February 26, March 26, April 23, May 28, June 25
Public Comment: None

Adjourn: Ms. Roberson made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  
There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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