SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

MINUTES
January 17th, 2017

Convene: 1:30 pm







Adjourn: 2:15 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnston, Peter Smith and Mary Sonksen: Rosemary Roberson via phone
Public Comment: None
Approval of December Minutes: Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the minutes.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

Approval of Financial Report: Mr. Sims reported we have spent 44.28% in the first six months of our fiscal year 2016-2017.  
Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept the financial report.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Commissioner’s Report:  Mr. Kirby stated the Foundation for the SCCB Legislative Breakfast is on Wednesday, February 1st, starting at 8:00 am until 10:00 am in the Blatt Building, (corner of Pendleton and Assembly Streets) room 112.
We will be participating in the NFB Winter Symposium that is scheduled for February, 4th at 10:00 am.  The office is located on Kilbourne Road. 

Our budget hearing before the House Ways and Means Sub-committee is scheduled for today at 3:00.  Mr. Kirby met with the Chairperson (Representative Murrell Smith on January 10th) for a briefing.  Representative Smith indicated they were not anticipating money for the agencies after the entitlements.   
Rhonda Thompson reported on the upcoming Braille Challenge. 

· Just after the New Year begins, we look forward to the annual Braille Challenge.  SCCB has been the host for the past five years. 

· The 2017 event is scheduled to take place on Thursday, February 2nd.  

· We will offer an informational session for parents, teachers, and other professionals.  This will give us a great opportunity to provide updates regarding our agency’s services and other resources, and reach those who may not be aware of our different service options.  

· Program Directors, will provide a brief overview of their respective departments, to include the transition process, the SIP, the Summer Teen Program and other valuable information and demonstrations.  There will also be presenters from outside the agency.

· Those in attendance have consistently commented how beneficial the sessions are as they learn about opportunities and resources available for their child and network with other parents.

· The participants will arrive at our Columbia complex between 8:30 and 9:00 am for registration.  Testing will begin at 10:00 am.  After students report to the testing rooms, we will host the parents and others in the main training room of Building D.

· Our gymnasium will serve as the activities area for the youth, as well as the bowling alley, and storytelling will take place in the Center’s Resource Room.  A member of the State Library will join us for the occasion.

· Lunch will be provided for everyone in the cafeteria.  

Committee Report: None
Old Business: None
New Business: None
Public Comment: None

Board Meetings 2017: February 14, March 21, April 18, May 16, June 20, July 18, August 15, September 19, October 17, November 21, and December 19,  
Executive Session: Chairperson Sonksen stated the Members will now into executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters pertaining to the strategic management of the agency.
Chairperson Sonksen stated the Members are now back into public session.  While in executive session no action was taken.
Adjourn: Mr. Smith made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.  
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