
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

February 20th, 2018

Notifications of all regular, called or special meetings are in compliance with FOIA requirements.  Section 30-4-80 
Convene: 1:30 pm





        Adjourn: 2:35 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Peter Smith, and Mary Sonksen: via phone Rosemary Roberson
Public Comment: None
Approval of January Minutes: Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes with misspelled name correction.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion. The motion passed.  The correction has been made.  
Approval of Financial Report: Mr. Juan Sims stated this is the seventh month of our fiscal year budget and 54.93% of the budget has been spent.  The Pre-ETS program spending is at 51.06%.    Pre-ETS replaces the PETS acronym which is Pre-employment Transition Services. 
Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept the financial report.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.  

The motion passed.  

Report from Commissioner:  Mr. Kirby stated SCCB presented the budget to the House Ways and Means sub-committee January 30th.  We are asking for $100,000 in recurring funds for our Prevention Program and $195,000 one-time money for a mobile unit for eye screenings and counseling.  The House and the Senate have heard our budget requests.

Ms. Rhonda Thompson reported on the outcome of the Braille Challenge that was held on February 1st, 2018.  The Braille Challenge was a success with twenty-four parents, thirty-seven teachers and volunteers and forty-four participants present.  Topics shared with the parents and teachers included the Summer Teen Program updates, Student Internship Program and the EBMRC services.  Valerie Warrington was the guest speaker.  She spoke on the positive difference the agency made with her process of learning and adjusting.  She is a CPA working at the State Treasurer’s Office.  The Information Stations were helpful for parents and teachers.  There was a counselor’s corner available, also.  We are sending out a survey for any additional concerns or suggestions.  The Braille Challenge is held nationwide.  Fifty students are invited to the finals in Los Angles which will be held in June 2018.  The national invitation is based on the highest score in each state.  Mr. Smith asked who won.  Ms. Thompson will get this information to the Members.  
The Legislative Breakfast was hosted by The Foundation for the SC Commission for the Blind on February 1st.  Board Members Mary Sonksen, Dr. Judy Johnson and Peter Smith were present.  Combined there were forty-four Senators and Representatives present.  

Mr. Smith stated he learned a lot about the Blatt Building and enjoyed meeting Senators and Representatives that he had not met.  Ms. Sonksen said talking with the House and Senate Chaplains was very interesting.  The 2019 Legislative Breakfast is scheduled for January, 31st, 2019.

Mr. Sims reported the State Auditors are looking at our Agreed Upon Procedures (AUP) in which the auditors review policies and procedures.  This audit is to ensure we are following rules and regulations.  
The single state-wide audit is a review of all agencies that receive VR Funds which is SCCB and SCDVR.  This is one grant that is divided between SCCB and SCDVR.  SCCB receives thirteen percent of the grant and the balance goes to SCDVR.  This audit is to review case files, employee files, cash disbursement, deposits, receipts, review of board minutes, outside correspondence and donations.
The, Agreed Upon Procedures (AUP) audit should be done yearly.  SCCB is a small agency and when there is extra money in the state audit budget someone will call to set up a time for the audit.  There was an AUP audit last year.  

Dr. Johnson asked if the findings from last year have been corrected.  Mr. Sims said one of the issues, fixed assets, was changed later in the year.  The report should be available in approximately a month once the audit is complete.    
Mr. Kirby said there is a proposed budget plan request from the Department of Labor entitled “Develops a Plan to Reorganize and Consolidate the Nation’s Workforce Development Programs.”  This plan would require the Secretaries of Labor and Education to work on a comprehensive plan to consolidate and reorganize Federal workforce development programs to ensure that American workers receive the highest quality services possible and are prepared to fill the high-growth jobs of today and tomorrow.  There is a section that could have an impact on our Business Enterprise Program in terms of vending operations across the state.  CSAVR/NCSAB are working to learn as much as possible about the request.  

Ms. Elaine Robertson stated the last time the Business Enterprise manual was updated was in 2003.  We are working towards creating a single manual for the agency and ensuring that programs are working together with the same end goals of competitive employment.  In keeping with creating a single agency policy and procedure manual, the current “Chapter 18” has become “Chapter 23.”  It is a process that requires ongoing dialogue with the Blind Licensed Vendors Committee and RSA.  After a year of discussion and revisions the draft is now complete.  The process to receive approval of the changes has been initiated.  

Mr. Kirby has received a copy for review.  It was requested that approval of the manual be placed on the March 2018 Board Meeting Agenda. 

Mr. Marcellous Primus, BEP Director, said once the Board has given their approval of changes to the chapter it must be sent to RSA for approval.  This could take several months.  When RSA approval is received and recommended changes are made the chapter will be submitted to the South Carolina House and Senate for review and approval.  At that time deregulation of the current State Laws of the BEP program will be requested.  The purpose for this request is to allow for the ability to change internal policies and procedures to meet the changing RSA regulations without having to obtain an approval from the South Carolina House, the SC Senate and Federal Government. It could take up to a year to put the new processes into effect once approved.   
Committee Report: None
Old Business: None
New Business: None
Public Comment: None
Board Meetings: March 20, April17, May 15, June 19, July17, August 21, September 18 
Adjourn: Mr. Smith made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.
There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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