
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

February 17th, 2016

Convene: 1:35 pm






Adjourn: 3:20 pm
Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Mary Sonksen, and Peter Smith: via telephone Rosemary Roberson
Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Public Comment: None 
January Minutes: Ms. Sonksen made a motion to accept the January minutes as written.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

Financial Report: Mr. Sims stated the State Auditors have completed an audit of the agency during the past two weeks.  We have not had the official exit interview.  The un-written findings are: Individual Plan of Employment (IPE) over ninety days old, and two applications closing dates did not match.  The Agreed Upon Procedures audit (AUP) by the State Auditors will begin on April 18th, 2016.  
Mr. Sims said we have spent 46.95% of our budget this year including commitments.  Pre-employment Transitions Services (PETS) has been included in our budget this year.  There are five required activities that money can be spent on for PETS.   The five required activities are: self-advocacy training, work readiness skill training, work experiences, counseling and guidance for information on obtaining higher education, and job placement.       
Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the financial report.  Ms. Sonksen seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Commissioner’s Report:  Mr. Kirby asked Kyle Walker to introduce the new director of our Rehab Center.  

Mr. Walker introduced Melissa Young, Director of the Rehab Center.  Ms. Young has a Bachelors Degree from Benedict College, a Masters from SC State University, and she is a National Certified Rehabilitation Counselor.  Mr. Walker welcomed her and stated she is doing a great job.     
Rhonda Thompson reported SCCB and the SC School for the Deaf Blind worked together on the 2016, Braille Challenge.  SCCB hosted the Braille Challenge at our campus in Columbia.  There were one hundred and twenty attendees and forty-eight participates.  The Braille Challenge included testing, activities and a parent information station.  Each participate receives an award.       

Jackie Keisler reported on the staff Cyber Security training.  Ms. Keisler stated the Governor has sent out Cyber Security training for all state employees.  Late last year a set of sixteen modules were sent out titled SANS Securing the Human.  We have one hundred and twenty staff at the agency, forty-seven have completed the training, sixty-nine have not started, and four are in progress.  The completion date is April 29th, 2016.  New hires are sent e-mails and updated on the Cyber Security training which must be completed within thirty days of hire.        

Elaine Robertson reported on the House Legislative Oversight Committee.  Ms. Robertson and Shana Robinson met with some of the staff of the Legislative Oversight Committee.  Ms. Robertson said the process will be a series of meetings.  Today’s meeting provided an overview and projections.  The committee will start with a staff study and we should have a template by March 1st for this study, 

March 17th is the first meeting when staff will meet with the committee to explain agency history, mission, vision and current strategic plan.  
April 21st we will have the second meeting to share information about our community partners and public comments.  
May 12th the third meeting will be held and we will present our resources to different areas of the strategic plan.  
June 2nd the fourth meeting will give the agency the opportunity to explain how we measure performance and any changes we may have in programs or laws.  

The fifth meeting has not been scheduled which should be the final meeting where we state what programs we use to meet the objectives in the strategic plan.  The sub-committee will review all the information to complete their study and give us recommendations.    
Mr. Walker introduced Danielle Driscoll, Region III Director.  
Ms. Driscoll introduced her Transition Counselors and team. Denise Finley is the veteran counselor, Karma Grismore, Rebecca Bates, and Brittany McKenzie.  Kara Pogue is the assistant.
Ms. Driscoll reported we have two interns working with us until April.  We have a new position titled Job Specialist and there are two counselors with this title.  
Ms. Finley has been a Transition Counselor for four years at SCCB. She serves Orangeburg, Lexington, Calhoun, Clarendon, Richland, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lancaster and Sumter Counties. 

Ms. Bates is a Transition Counselor and is located at the SC School for the Deaf/Blind in Spartanburg.  Ms. Bates serves Anderson, Cherokee, Greenville, Oconee, Pickens, Spartanburg, and Union counties. 

Ms. Pogue reported for Karma Grismore.  Ms. Grismore, Transition Counselor, serves Abbeville, Allendale, Aiken, Bamberg, Barnwell, Chester, Edgefield, Laurens, McCormick, Greenwood, Saluda, Newberry, and York counties.

Ms. McKenzie, Transition Counselor, is now located in Conway, but will be relocated to Columbia.  She will serve Jasper, Charleston, Hampton, Colleton, Dorchester, Berkeley, Georgetown, Williamsburg, Horry, Florence, Lee, Marion, Darlington, Dillon, Chesterfield, Beaufort, and Marlboro counties. 
Ms. Driscoll said we have a career readiness curriculum which is a series of ten workshops.  A proposal for bids has been placed for Career Boost that will close the end of February.  Mr. Walker said this is mentioned in the State Plan.  BOOST is Building Occupational Opportunities for Students in Transition.  The idea is we will partner with community organizations to help us deliver the five PETS activities to the schools.   

Mr. Walker and Otis Stevenson have been looking at a process where the students at the SC School for the Deaf/Blind can transition into our Business Enterprise Program as a vendor if they pursue this path as a career.
Cali Sandel reported the Student Internship Program (SIP) is in its eighth year at SCCB.  We have received seventeen applications.  There are ten new applicants, five repeats and two applying for the third year.  The selection committee will meet on March 8th and at that time they will decide who the final twelve will be.  The kick-off will be held the first Thursday in June.   

Mr. Kirby reported the Spring Conference for CSAVR/NCSAB will be held April 17th through the 22nd.  He and several staff members will attend.  The April Board meeting is scheduled for April 19th.  Mr. Kirby asked the Commission Members for guidance.   The Commission Members decided to reschedule the meeting for April 12th.  

The budget request to the House Ways and Means was not changed from what the Members had approved.  We will present the budget to Senate Finance on March 23rd.  We are looking at some of our information technology being handled by another agency.  If this occurs and our budget request changes the Board Members will be informed of the changes for their approval.  
The Foundation Legislative Breakfast has been scheduled for Wednesday, February 1, 2017.     

Committee Reports: Jackie Keisler said SCCB’s 50th Anniversary Committee met and they decided to concentrate on a banquet for May 6th in the afternoon and host an open house at each district office.  Erica Powell is trying to get Dabo Sweeny, Clemson football coach, as our guest speaker.  We asked the SC School for the Deaf/Blind if they would be available to perform at the banquet in May.     
Old Business: None
New Business: None

Board Meetings: March 15th, April 12th, May, June
New Business:

Executive Session: Chairperson Smith stated the Board members will go into executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters pertaining to the strategic management of the agency.

Chairperson Smith stated the members are now out of executive session and no action was taken.
Adjourn: Dr. Johnson made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Sonksen seconded the motion.
The motion passed and the meeting adjourned.  
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