
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

August 16, 2016

Convene: 1:30 pm 






Adjourn 2:35 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson and Mary Sonksen: Peter Smith and Rosemary Roberson via phone.

Public Comment: None

Approval of July Minutes: Ms. Roberson made a motion to accept the minutes.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Approval of Financial Reports:  Mr. Sims reported the final report of fiscal year 2015-2016, (13th month) we spent 87.55% of our total budget.  We will carry forward $271,320.53 of federal funds.  No state funds were returned or carried forward.

Dr. Johnson had questions about the 2016/2017, budget.

1. Rehab Services category has a reduction of $300,000 based on expenditures we spent 2.1 million in 2016, but budgeted only 1.8 million for 2017.  The reduction is basically because we did some one time things in 2016, which means the expenses were one time, which will not occur in 2017.
2. Training and employment was increased $107,458 compared to last year.  This is because of changes in contracts.
3. Loss of revenue in Region 2 case services of  $94,000 – Ms. Morris will get back with answer    
4. Transition Services concerning employer contributions represent 38.67% of classified positions is this the kind of factor being used?  Yes. 
5. The Outreach budget last year was $56,295 this year increased to $113,359.  Vacant positions were filled.
6. $283,000 was spent for PETS in 2016, and for 2017, we are budgeting 1.4 million. This is partially because we project spending more money and partially due to new federal regulations.  The federal law requires the money be set-aside and spent on PETS and nothing else.  

7. Where in the budget does it show allocated funds were spent last year 2016. This year, 2017, there is $359,000 of allocated funds in the budget.  This is other funds and is not state or federal dollars.  This is money that has been donated and other operating revenue.  It is listed under other funds.   

Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the July 31st financial report.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

Mr. Sims asked if there are any other questions or concerns about the 2016/2017 budget.

Dr. Johnson made a motion to approve the 2016/2017 budget.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

Motion passed.

Mr. Kirby presented Mr. Juan Sims a certificate and pin for thirty years of service to the state of SC.  

Mr. Kirby said we have one meeting left with the House Legislative Oversight Committee.  This meeting is scheduled for August 25th at 10:00 am.  The Committee will give their recommendations of their study.  
Committee Report: None

Old Business: None

New Business: Otis Stevenson, Director of BEP, explained the BEP Debt Collection Policy which all Board Members were given a copy. 

Dr. Johnson made a motion to support Policy #3037 BEP Debt Collection Policy.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.

The motion passed.    
Public Comment: Joe Urbanek asked how SCCB can carry over more than 10% of the budget according to percentages that were quoted.  

Mr. Kirby stated the total budget includes federal dollars and the federal year does not end until October.   
Executive Session:  Chairperson Sonksen said the Members will go into executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters concerning the strategic management of the agency.  
Chairperson Sonksen said the Members are out of executive session and no action was taken.
Mr. Kirby thanked the Members for their continued support and he enjoys working with them.

Adjourn: Dr. Johnson made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.  
The motion passed.   
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