
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

August 15th, 2017

Convene: 1:30 pm






Adjourn: 3:05 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Peter Smith and Mary Sonksen: via phone Rosemary Roberson

Public Comment: None

Approval of July Minutes: Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the minutes.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.

The motion passed. 

Approval of Financial Reports: Mr. Sims stated the final report for fiscal year 2017, shows we spent 96.69% of our budget.  

This fiscal year 2018, we have spent six percent.  

Dr. Johnson asked why there is a negative in case services.  The negative in case services is due to the fact of reimbursement for the Business Enterprise Program.  Under Training and Employment Dr. Johnson asked about the 21.3%.  This percent is retiree payout.

Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept the financial reports.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

We do not have a figure for the 3% reduction plan, because the budget for 2018, has not been finalized.  If we are required to make a 3% reduction the funds would come from case services and operating.  When money is taken from case services it will impact the citizens we serve.
Mr. Kirby stated that if the cuts have to be taken we would look at the areas with the least impact on the consumers.  This would be a onetime cut and we could use carry forward money from the previous year which would help fund consumer services.

Mr. Sims stated in fiscal year 2019, our budget requests are for increases in Children’s Services, Prevention Program and a mobile unit for eye screening.  

The $25,000 and the $100,000 we are requesting in the 2019, budget will be used for case services.  

Dr. Johnson made a motion to accept the 2019, budget requests.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.

The motion passed.

Report from Commissioner:  Mr. Kirby presented Sandra Bligen-Frazier a certificate and pen for her twenty years of service to the state of South Carolina.
The National Federation of the Blind of SC will host their annual convention starting Friday, August 18th in Greenville, SC.

Cali Sandal reported the graduation for the students in the Student Internship Program (SIP) was held on August 3rd, in Greenville, SC.  We accepted ten interns and all interns graduated.  They completed one hundred and twenty hours of work and submitted a report on what they learned, what they liked and what they did not like.  The key note speaker was Mr. Tyler Patskoski who is a former SIP graduate.  

The students received a stipend of $1,500.00 when they graduated.
Massage Envy has offered one intern employment and another was offered contractual work through the NFB Successful Transitions.  
Ms. Sandel will send the interns report to the Board Members.

Rhonda Thompson said last summer we started a story book telling day, so we could draw more children into reading.  We had story reading and 3D demonstrations that tied into some of the books.  The children who participated are on our case load.   

Committee Report: None
Old Business: None
New Business: None
Public Comment: None
Board Meetings: September 19th, October 17th, November 21st, December 19th 
Executive Session: Chairperson Sonksen stated the Members will go into executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters.
Chairperson Sonksen said the meeting is now back in public session and no action was taken during the executive session.  

Adjourn: Dr. Johnson made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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