
MINUTES
South Carolina Commission for the Blind

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

April 18th, 2017

Convene: 1:30 pm





Adjourn: 2:10 pm

Chairperson Sonksen called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.

Present: Dr. Judy Johnson, Peter Smith and Mary Sonksen: via phone - Rosemary Roberson
Public Comment: None
Approval of March Minutes: A motion was made by Mr. Smith to approve the minutes with correction of typing error.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.  

The motion passed. 
The typing error has been corrected.

Approval of Financial Report: Mr. Sims reported we have spent 72% of our fiscal year budget.
Dr. Johnson asked is there a major category where we might have a problem spending the money.  Mr. Sims said “no.”  
Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the financial report.  Dr. Johnson seconded the motion.

The motion passed.   

Report from Commissioner: 
Kyle Walker reported the Teen Program will consist of three subprograms.  

The first two weeks are called the Independent Skills Track.  The program starts on June 5th through June 16th for students who have not attended a summer teen program.  The ages are from thirteen to sixteen and sixteen students are enrolled.  The focus is on adjustment to blindness.  They will visit the Boeing plant for a tour.  

The second session will be the Stem Career Exploration Week which is science, technology, engineering and math.  This will take place June 19th through June 23rd.  We currently have fifteen students for this program.  We have a professor from San Jose State University, Edenborough University of Pennsylvania, the NASA Guard Science Space Center, the Space Telescope Science Institute and the International Astronomical Unit.  This group of students will go on a field trip to the Challenge Discovery Center in Columbia. 

The last track will be held July 10th through August 4th and is for students who have attended the summer teen program in previous years.  The ages are from sixteen to eighteen and fifteen students have been confirmed. They will focus on exploring assistive technology used in the work place and in an educational setting.  They will work with a paid internship.  This group of students will visit the Boeing Plant for a tour, also.  
Rhonda Thompson said we work with the National Federation of the Blind of South Carolina to host an older blind camp at the NFB Rocky Bottom complex in the mountains.  The camp will be held May 21st through May 25th.  We can accommodate twenty-five campers.  The agenda will include independent training and recreational activities.  

Ed Bible reported on the Governor’s Committee.  He stated each Mayors Committee, in the towns, has four categories: the employee of the year with a disability, small employer of the year, middle size employer and the large employer of the year.  This list is sent to the Governor’s Committee and they decide from this list who will be recognized state-wide.  One of SCCB’s consumers, Sheldon Ferguson, was recognized as the employee of the year.  Mr. Ferguson works for INSIGNA.        
Mr. Kirby stated the Senate Finance Committee recommended $100,000 be approved as one time money in our budget request.  The funds will be used in our Information Technology Department.  

The Council of State Administrators of Vocational Rehabilitation (CSAVR) and the National Council of State Agencies for the Blind (NCSAB) have scheduled their fall meeting November 11th through the 17th to be held in Greenville, South Carolina.  The South Carolina Commission for the Blind and the SC Department of Vocational Rehabilitation will host the event.   
The SC Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for the building and renovations of the Welcome Centers on our major roads.  There will be a grand opening of a SC Welcome Center at I-95 North in Hardeeville on Tuesday, May 2nd, 2017.  Mr. Kirby will attend the ribbon cutting.   

Committee Report: None
Old Business: None
New Business: None


Public Comment: None
Board Meetings: May 16, June 20, July 18, August 15, September 18, October 17, November 21 and December 19
Dr. Johnson has received her letter for re-appointment to the SCCB Board of Commissioners.    

Adjourn: Mr. Smith made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Roberson seconded the motion.

The motion passed.  

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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