

SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND
BOARD MEETING

1430 Confederate Avenue

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

April 12th, 2016

1:30 p.m.

803-898-8822

Convene: 1:30 p.m.





Adjourn: 2:01 p.m.

Chairperson Smith called the meeting to order and a moment of silence followed.
Present: Dr. Judy Johnson: via phone - Peter Smith and Mary Sonksen 

Absent: Rosemary Roberson – excused

Public Comment: None

Approval of Minutes: Quorum not present

Financial Report: Mr. Sims reported we have spent 60.50% of our budget, including commitments, through March.  We are strong with our budget through the end of the fiscal year.  
Report from Commissioner: Mr. Kirby said our next presentation at the Legislative Oversight Committee will be held in the Blatt Building, Room 110 on April 26th.  The time for the meeting is set with the adjournment of the House an hour to two hours later.  Rhonda Thompson, Kyle Walker, and Ed Bible will present at this meeting.  The general public can speak under oath.  Mr. Kirby stated SCCB would go to the meeting at 1:30 pm.

Mr. Walker, Mr. Sims and Mr. Kirby will attend the CSAVR/NCSAB next week in Bethesda, Maryland.  

We have three vacancies on the Commission Board, (Districts 3, 5, 7.)  We are trying to get an answer from the Governor’s Office concerning these vacancies with no success.  Ms. Roberson in District I is the member who is serving on an expired term.  She is allowed to serve until she is replaced.  Katie Philpott in the Governor’s office is the contact person for Commissions and Boards.   
Our 50th anniversary is coming up on May 6th.  

Ms. Sonksen reported our dinner will be held on May 6th at Embassy Suites located at 200 Stoneridge Drive, Columbia, SC 29210.  The meeting will start at 6:00 pm.

The celebration is tied in with Employee Appreciation Day and this will cover costs for SCCB staff, SCCB Board Members and guest.  There is a $25.00 fee if the person is not a state employee.    

The Foundation is willing to sponsor the district offices open house.  

Rhonda Thompson introduced Jennifer Bond to speak on our Low Vision Clinic.  Ms. Thompson stated this is one of our most beneficial services we offer our consumers.  The purpose is to enhance the consumer’s remaining vision and improve quality of life.  
Ms. Bond gave an outline of the process and aids of the Low Vision Clinics.

ELIGIBILITY 
Consumers must:

Meet legal definition of blindness or have a progressive impairment that will lead to legal blindness

Be enrolled in Children Services, Transition, Vocational Rehabilitation, IDL-B, or Older Blind program
Be referred by their Program Counselor

Submit an eye report no older than one year to verify eligibility

No financial eligibility requirements to consumer

EXAM

We provide individualized services based on individual needs

Exams are conducted by Certified Optometrists specializing in Low Vision care

Exam includes:

Visual Acuity testing  
Visual Field testing

Determination of types of aids most useful

Screen for sensitivity to lighting

Consumer training on proper use of low vision aids

Aids provided at time of visit – free of charge

Follow-up with primary eye care provider completed regarding exam results

Re-exams available as needed for consumers to address visual changes/additional needs

LOCATIONS

Six Low Vision Clinics located across the state

Five scheduled monthly:

Charleston

Columbia

Florence

Greenville 
York

One scheduled three times per year (newest location) Walterboro

Currently have four LVC Specialists who serve monthly
Per Diem clinics in Georgetown and Easley – between regular clinics in emergencies

LOW VISION AIDS

Traditional optics to digital devices – for near-point and distance vision

With or without LED lighting

Monoculars

Dome magnifiers

Hands-free

Optimax and Smart Lux Digital Magnifiers

Ms. Sonksen said she is very impressed with the Low Vision Clinic program.

Committee Reports: None

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Public Comment: None

Board Meetings: May 17th, no others scheduled
Adjourn:  Ms. Sonksen made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
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